
THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS DIVISION 
10 MECHANIC STREET, SUITE 301 

WORCESTER, MA 01608 
 (508) 792-7600 
 (508) 795-1991 fax 
 www.mass.gov/ago 

September 16, 2014 
 
Paul M. Munchbach, Town Clerk 
Town of Dedham 
26 Bryant Street 
Dedham, MA 02026 
 
Re: Dedham Annual Town Meeting of May 19, 2014   -------   Case # 7277 

Warrant Articles # 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, and 30 (Zoning) 
Warrant Articles # 31, 32, and 33 (General) 

  
Dear Mr. Munchbach: 
 
 Articles 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, and 33 -  We approve these Articles, and the 
maps pertaining to Articles 25, 29, and 30, from the May 19, 2014, Dedham Annual Town 
Meeting.  We will return the approved maps to you by regular mail.   
 
 Article 32 -  Pursuant to the provisions of G.L. c. 40, § 32, the deadline for the 
Attorney General’s decision on Article 32 has been extended by agreement with Town Counsel 
for 60 days until November 15, 2014.  The agreement with Town Counsel is attached to this 
decision. 
. 
Note: Pursuant to G.L. c. 40, § 32, neither general nor zoning by-laws take effect unless the town 

has first satisfied the posting/publishing requirements of that statute. Once this statutory 
duty is fulfilled, (1) general by-laws and amendments take effect on the date that these 
posting and publishing requirements are satisfied unless a later effective date is prescribed 
in the by-law, and (2) zoning by-laws and amendments are deemed to have taken effect 
from the date they were voted by Town Meeting, unless a later effective date is prescribed 
in the by-law.  
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 Very truly yours,  
  
 MARTHA COAKLEY  
 ATTORNEY GENERAL  

Margaret J. Hurley 
By: Margaret J. Hurley, Assistant Attorney General 
Chief, Central Massachusetts Division  
Director, Municipal Law Unit  
Office of Attorney General Martha Coakley  
Ten Mechanic Street, Suite 301  
Worcester, MA 01608 
508-792-7600 x 4402 

  
cc: Town Counsel Lauren F. Goldberg 


